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For in that posture will they best conceive ;
Not when, supinely laid, they frisk and heave;
For active motions only break the blow,
And more of strumpets than the wives they show*
When, answering stroke with stroke, the mingled

liquors flow.

Endearments eager, and too brisk a bound.
Throw off the plough-share from the furrowed

ground;

But common harlots in conjunction heave,
Because 'tis less their business to conceive
Than to delight, and to provoke the deed;
A trick which honest wives but little need.
Nor is it from the gods, or Cupid's dart,
That many a homely woman takes the heart,
But wives well-humoured, dutiful, and chastes
And clean, will hold their wandering husbands

fast;
Such are the links of love, and such a love will

last                                                               290

For what remains, long habitude, and use,
Will kindness in domestic bands produce;
For custom will a strong impression leave.
Hard bodies, which the lightest stroke receive,
In length of time will moulder and decay9           295

And stones with drops of rain are washed away.